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Introduction to DB2 Web Query for System i 
(Draft document by Dan Rothman drothman@us.ibm.com .  Terms and conditions are subject to change.) 
 
DB2 Web Query for System i™ is a Web-based query and report writing product that replaces the Query/400 product for systems 
running i5/OS V5R4.  This paper describes the capabilities of DB2 Web Query and its components.  Since some of the product 
functions will be new to you, please note there are sample screenshots included to give you some idea of this exciting new product’s 
capabilities. 
 
DB2 Web Query is new, but it is based on a proven product named WebFOCUS from Information Builders, an IBM Business Partner 
with a long track record of creating industry-leading Business Intelligence products. 
 
Advantages of a Web-based Product  
The user interface to DB2 Web Query is a browser – either Internet Explorer or Firefox.  No additional client code needs to be 
installed on the end-user’s PC.  This reduces your administration and maintenance costs. 
The browser interface, using the latest Web 2.0 and AJAX technologies, enables point-and-click and drag-and-drop ease of use.   
The DB2 Web Query server applications run in the Lightweight Web Infrastructure (LWI) that is part of i5/OS V5R4.  LWI requires 
fewer system resources than the “heavyweight” WebSphere Application Server and there is no administration required other than 
starting it. 
 
Advantages of System i Business Intelligence 
If your production data is stored on your System i, why not run your Business Intelligence (BI) tools on the same server?   
This ensures that your Query users will access current data rather than a copy made the previous night.  You don’t need to buy 
additional disk storage or worry about scheduling data extracts to a separate BI server. 
Keeping data on your secure, scalable System i also simplifies your system maintenance tasks like backup, auditing and user authority. 
Don’t forget that DB2 for i5/OS contains many patented technologies that make it a superb Business Intelligence platform! 
 
Components of DB2 Web Query 
 
Report Assistant 
The Report Assistant is an HTML-based tool that you use to create tabular reports. From Report Assistant you select the data that 
constitute your report and format and style your report.  You may view your reports interactively in your browser or generate output in 
Excel, PDF or XML formats or traditional spool file or database file formats. 
 
Graph Assistant 
The Graph Assistant is an HTML-based tool that guides you step-by-step through the creation of a graph.  Graph types include: line, 
bar, pie, scatter, area, 3D, bubble, radar, histogram and many more.  Graph Assistant’s interactive preview function is very helpful as 
you determine the effects of this tool’s many options. 
 
Power Painter 
Power Painter is a “WYSIWYG” tool that will enable your power users to design compound reports. It combines reporting, graphs, 
and page layout design in a single tool. 
 
DB2 Web Query Developer Workbench (optional) 
The DB2 Web Query Developer Workbench product is an optional add-on Windows-based development environment for creating 
applications. Developer Workbench provides intuitive GUI tools that free developers from the hassles of coding, thereby allowing 
them to concentrate on interface design, business logic, and data manipulation. Using Developer Workbench, developers can build 
powerful Web page interfaces that allow users to run customized reports.   
If your requirements include Key Performance Indicator (KPI) dashboards, impact analysis and/or data profiling, you will want the 
DB2 Web Query Developer Workbench.  Again, this tool differs from other DB2 Web Query functions in that it does require client 
code to be loaded on a Windows PC.  It is licensed per developer. 
 
DB2 Web Query OLAP Module (optional) 
The DB2 Web Query OLAP module allows slicing and dicing of data. OLAP-enabling a report allows users to drill down to lower 
levels of detail. Users can interact with their data, pivot rows and columns, visualize their numeric fields graphically and much more. 
 
Active Reports Module (optional) 
By combining data and interactive controls into a single, self-contained HTML file, Active Reports delivers analytic capabilities in a 
completely portable and disconnected environment, with no software required other than a browser.  For example, a salesperson might 
download an Active Report to his or her PC before visiting customers and have on-the-road access to sales data which can be sorted, 
selected, and drilled-down into. 
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ReportCaster (optional, from Information Builders) 
ReportCaster is a scheduling and distribution application that centralizes the execution and distribution of DB2 Web Query reports. In 
addition to batch scheduling and execution of reports, the output can then be emailed to users, ftp’ed to a specific PC directory or 
stored on the System i. 
 
Additional Database Adapters (optional, from Information Builders) 
The base DB2 Web Query product includes adapters for DB2 for System i and Query/400.  Optional adapters from Information 
Builders enable you to connect to dozens of other databases like MySQL, Microsoft SQL Server and Oracle. 
 
Product Packaging 
Customers who are licensed to Query/400 5722-QU1 and who have IBM Software Maintenance can be shipped DB2 Web Query 
5733-QU2 at no additional charge when they order an upgrade to V5R4 after September 14, 2007.   
 
DB2 Web Query is licensed by named user.  Current list prices for a system in software tiers P05 and P10 are $1,600 and $3,200 
respectively for the base server license, plus $400 per user.  If you are licensed for Query/400 and have Software Maintenance, then 
you don’t pay an upgrade charge for the server license and you receive two (P05) or four (P10)  named user licenses at no additional 
charge.  For systems in software tiers P20-P60 the base license has a higher price but there are more named users included.  Again, if 
you’re licensed to Query/400 today and have Software Maintenance, you are not charged for the “base server license” or “included 
users”. 
Tier Base Server 

License 
Included Users Additional Named 

User 
Active Reports* OLAP Module* 

P05 $1,600 2 $400 $400 $400 

P10 $3,200 4 $400 $800 $800 

P20 $9,600 6 $400 $2,400 $2,400 

P30 $19,200 8 $400 $4,800 $4,800 

P40 $28,800 10 $400 $7,200 $7,200 

P50 $38,400 15 $400 $9,600 $9,600 

P60 $48,000 20 $400 $12,000 $12,000 

* The Active Reports and OLAP modules are licensed by system – not by user. 
The Developer Workbench is licensed per user.  Each Developer Workbench user license is $995. 
 
Note: Existing Query/400 function is maintained by the new product so that you may continue to run existing Query/400 reports and 
create new ones using the familiar green-screen interface.  This Query/400 function is not licensed by user. 
 
Performance Considerations 
Typically, System i servers installed in the past few years have fast disk drives and ample processor and memory capacity to support 
workloads like DB2 Web Query in addition to existing production work.  However, if your current system performance is only 
“adequate” you will want your IBM Business Partner to perform Capacity Planning before adding more workload. 
Using DB2 Web Query for System i may eliminate the need for lengthy data extracts to another BI server. 
Incidentally, more and more customers are implementing High Availability (HA) solutions in which they continuously replicate their 
production data to a second System i server.  The database copies on these HA servers are ideal for read-only workloads like DB2 
Web Query. 
 
Getting Started 
DB2 Web Query is shipped with a comprehensive User Guide that contains detailed information including many pictures, examples 
and tips.  In addition, the IBM Redbook “Getting Started with DB2 Web Query for System i” is packed with tutorials using the sample 
database shipped with DB2 Web Query.  (The sample screenshots in this paper were copied from the Redbook, which may be 
downloaded from http://www.redbooks.ibm.com/abstracts/sg247214.html .) 
Watch for “Getting Started with DB2 Web Query for System i” services from IBM and IBM Business Partners to help you get 
productive with DB2 Web Query on your own System i. 
 



Introduction to DB2 Web Query    3 

Sample Screenshot – Report Assistant 
Within the Report Assistant, drag and drop field names from the data dictionary in the left-hand pane to the appropriate workspaces.  
To design a report of Order Counts and Total Revenue by Sales Quarter (across the top of each page) and by Product Type (down the 
left column) the Report Assistant browser window might look like this: 

 
 
At any time as you build your report, you may click on the “Run” button at the top of the display to see what it looks like: 
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Sample Screenshot – Graph Assistant 
This sample screenshot from the Graph Assistant shows a couple of interesting things: 

- the ability to click on a bar in the graph and drill-down into the underlying data 
- the ability to use color to highlight exceptional data.  In this case, green is used to highlight Gross Profit in excess of $75 

million. 

 
 
Sample Screenshot – Power Painter 
This screenshot of the Power Painter tool shows a compound report being designed with reports, graphs and a company logo. 
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Sample Screenshot – OLAP Module 
These screenshots from the OLAP Module show how a report can be pivoted by dragging a field name so that a report is sorted by 
Order Year instead of Product Type. 

 
 
Sample Screenshot – Active Reports 
This sample screenshot from the Active Reports shows the capability of a self-contained HTML file which may be downloaded to a 
mobile worker’s PC.  The columns may be sorted and there are drill-down and selection capabilities.  The horizontal green bars in the 
sample demonstrate how “visualization” makes it easier to determine significant data points or trends. 
 

 


